
 

 

 
MOUNTAIN AND RIVER HOCKEY THRIVES IN BULGARIA . 

 

CDO Norman Hughes made a visit to Bulgaria from 3rd till 7th July to inspect and 
support the Club Development project started 5 years ago with the help of FIH B 

grant and Coen Teuling grant monies. Bulgarian Hockey Federation had targeted a 
growth to 30 clubs by 2012 
 

DAY 1 
Met by Antonio Antonov Executive Director of BHF the first stop was the City of 
Plovdiv where a second club was recently formed. Informal talks were held with the 

young players before formal talks took place with Regional Development officer Ellie 
Atanasova. Ellie explained that she was pushing for another small pitch at a school 
to further support the 2 clubs of Plovdiv. Local press interviews followed our 

meetings. 
 

Members of the new second hockey club in Plov div  on 40x 20m  

 

 

 
 

Antonio, Lilly and new hockey star Daniel in Zlatograd  



 

 

 
 

HC Zlatograd celebrates its second anniversary with a festival  
 

 
 

The famous coffee shop of Zlat ograd  
 

The group then travelled 3 hours on the windy roads through the Rhodopi Mountains 

to arrive 4kms from the Greek border in a town called Zlatograd. The club here was 
celebrating its second anniversary with an exhibition match and small festival. The 
Mayor and other local dignitaries spoke of the success of the club and pledged 

future support. Local TV did interviews with Antonio and Norman who stressed the 
need to keep developing facilities for the young local players. 
 Over dinner the group spoke further of the travel problems talented players from 

this region have to conquer but were happy that the plan to develop a cluster of 6 
clubs in the local region had been successful 
 

DAY 2 
Early the next morning the group moved onto a town called Madan where they met 

with the Mayor and a local group who wished to form a new hockey club to join 



 

 

Banite, Zlatograd , Nedelino, Smolian and Chepintci. After talks about the support on 
offer and the commitment needed the mayor pledged to support the formation of 
HC Madan and the group duly elected the Executive board officers of the new club. 

BHF presented the new club with resources such as an equipment start up kit, 
coaching booklet, rules book and BHF handbook. BHF will send coaches to support 

the early work of this new club. 
 
Onto Nedelino to look at the site for another small school pitch. The base has been 

completed and now just awaits a carpet 50m by 20m. CDO pledged to try and find a 
good second hand carpet for Nedelino. Lunch on top of the mountain was 
interrupted by a thunderstorm but when this had passed the group moved further 

along the Rhodopi Mountains to Banite. Officials from Banite had attended the EHF 
Balkan Forum in Sofia in 2004 and gone away and formed a new club in 2005. They 
built a small pitch 40m by 20m linked to the High school and now 5 years later this 

small municipality of 14,000 people are Bulgarian National Champions at U12, U14 
and U16 ages. Over 100 children play hockey here and 11 girls and 12 boys from 
Banite now represent Bulgaria at U16 and U18 levels. They have full planning 

permission for a full size pitch in the valley and the Mayor Mr Raycho Danailov 
requested the moral support of EHF as they intend to present their plans to the EU 
and their Sports Ministry. CDO stated EHF would indeed support their plans as 

strategically this would give a big boost to the further development of hockey in the 
Rhodopi region. If hockey is to retain many of the U14 and U16 talent they need a 

larger pitch to practise full 11v 11 tactics and skills. The mayor is extremely positive 
about the project and wishes to press ahead with the presentation of all the papers. 
So Mountain hockey is flourishing in Bulgaria thanks to the hard work of many local 

officials and volunteers and especially the enthusiasm of the local youth to this ñnew 
sportò. 
 

DAY 3 
Drive back to Plovdiv for lunch with Ellie. A planned meeting with City Sports 
Minister was cancelled as the city was celebrating the return of Tscvetana Pironkova 

who had reached the semi final at Wimbledon. She was presented with the Freedom 
of Plovdiv. 
 

Arriving back in Sofia at 5pm the group then met with hockey groups from HC NSA, 
HC MGU and HC Academic to play small games on 30m x 20m plastic pitches which 
the city had recently given over to HC Academic to manage and maintain 

 
DAY 4 
10am meeting were held with the Minister of Sport Assoc.Prof. Svilen Neykov.  

 
He is a top level rowing coach whose wife won Gold in Beijing Olympics. He 

promised to do all he could to support the growth of field hockey but explained that 
the government had many tough decisions to make due to the economic crisis that 
was affecting everyone. BHF had had slightly more funding in 2009/10 due to the  

 



 

 

Good club development work being achieved but for the near future funding rounds 
would be tough. 
CDO mentioned the need for 4-6 full size pitch projects across Bulgaria to be 

supported over the next 5-10 years if the sport was to have real growth and if we 
were to retain the newly developed young players in hockey. 

We also discussed the need for the National Age group squads to have regular 
camps and input from expert coaches to bring them up to the next level. 
 

 
11.00am ï Meeting with the President of the Bulgarian Olympic Committee Mrs 
Stefka Kostadinova and Secretary General Mr Belcho Goranov 

 

 
 

Antonio , Norman, Stefka  and Belcho at the BOC offices in  Sofia  
 

Discussions took place about youth development, facility development and coach 

development. BOC agreed to meet alongside BHF with Albena Sports Complex to 
improve the maintenance of the IOC/FIH funded pitch. 

BOC and EHF expressed their great satisfaction in the way that Bulgarian Hockey 
Federation had grown the sport over the last 5 years and encouraged the formation 
of many new clubs which give better opportunities to the youth of Bulgaria. 

BOC was keen to support BHFôs coach assistance programme. 
BOC agreed to ring fence $20k for 2011 Olympic Solidarity Coach Support 
programme for BHF. 

National TV interviews were given and these were broadcast just before the 
coverage of the Holland v Uruguay World Cup soccer game. 
 

12.00 noon ï Drive 4 hours north to the Danube and HC "Danube" - Svishtov 
Svishtov HC is only 4 months old but is making excellent progress. 
 



 

 

The group met at "Tscvetan Radoslavov" School to discuss bigger pitch at the High 
School to serve the whole hockey community. 
Antonio and Norman then held a coaching class for 24 kids followed by some small 

games. Hockey by the Danube is in good hands with many local volunteers pushing 
hard to bring new facilities and new opportunities to match the passion for hockey 

shown by the local youngsters. 
After dinner the group drove back to Sofia arriving back at 12.30am whilst listening 
to Holland v Uruguay on the car radio. 

 
DAY 5 
8am meeting with FYROM officials Tania Dimitrieska and Jovan Loteski to get 

progress report of hockey in FYROM. Tanya explained that they hope to develop to 5 
clubs from the 3 that they have at present. Riste is still working for hockey coaching 
the children in Ohrid so 2 clubs exist in Ohrid and 1 HC in Struga. They target Bitolya 

and Prilep and form 2 new clubs here in 2011. 
 
A Dutch party had visited and brought them several sets of hockey clothing. They 

hope to revisit and bring some more equipment for the children. 
Dutch ambassador is very keen on hockey and supported the efforts of the Dutch 
party who drove all the way from Holland down to FYROM with the kit. 

Pitch development is the key issue for FYROM and talks are ongoing with the Mayor 
of Ohrid to lay a plastic pitch at the Sports Complex. 

The group met with Greenfields a Dutch pitch company and discussed possible 
developments of the NSA Sofia and Orchid pitches. 
 

CDO left Bulgaria very happy that all the targets had been met and that while big 
challenges still faced Bulgarian Hockey the work achieved by Antonio and his small 
team was really excellent. 

 
BHF has grown to approx 40 clubs so the focus in the next few years will be more to 
strengthen these clubs before pushing for more. Also the cross border work 

achieved by BHF in Serbia, Romania, FYROM and in the future Greece is remarkable 
and a real success story for Bulgarian hockey. Antonio certainly works hard as EHF 
Zonal Co-ordinator (a volunteer role) and with a lot of success 

 
CDO ends. 
 

 


